VFCA 2013 MAE&S - About Our Instructors
Debbie Akers: Debbie is employed with the Virginia Office of Emergency Medical Services as the advance life support (ALS) training specialist. She is responsible for all ALS training programs, continuing education issues, national registry certification within Virginia and the ALS coordinator program. Debbie has 18 years of EMS experience, having served as an EMS provider and educator for volunteer and career agencies prior to joining the Office of EMS in 2011.
Kelly Ameen: Kelly has been employed with the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) for over five years and since October 2012 she has served as the program manager for the Virginia Volunteer Workforce Solutions Program. Prior to October, Kelly served as the program manager for the Hydrogen Fuels Education Project, the National Fire Fighter Near-Miss Reporting System, and the National Hazardous Materials Fusion Center. She received her Project Management Professional (PMP) certification in May 2012. Kelly graduated from the University of Virginia with a bachelor degree in commerce.

Joe Bailey:  Joe retired from the fire service after 43 years of service. He served as a career battalion chief for the City of Fairfax (VA) and is still an active member in the volunteer fire service. Joe also retired as a First Sergeant with the United States Army Reserves. He has been a Virginia adjunct fire instructor since 1977 and teaches fire science at the Germanna Community College. Joe holds an associate’s degree from Northern Virginia Community College and a bachelor’s degree from Virginia Tech University. 
Dereck A. Baker: Dereck has over 30 years experience in the Fairfax County (VA) Fire and Rescue Department and currently serves as the deputy chief in charge of the fire marshal’s office. Having served in many capacities in the department, Dereck also maintains membership in the International Association of Fire Chiefs, National Association of Fire Investigators, International Association of Arson Investigators, Progressive Firefighters of Fairfax County, International Association of Black Professional Firefighters and the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). Dereck maintains certifications as a Chief Fire Officer (CFO), Certified Fire and Explosives Investigator, NFPA 1031 Inspector and NFPA 1033 Investigator. Dereck received an associates in fire science administration from the Northern Virginia Community College; bachelors in fire science from the University of Maryland; and a masters in leadership from Grand Canyon University. 

Michael J. Barakey: Michael is a district chief with the Virginia Beach (VA) Fire Department, and is currently assigned to Personnel and Development. He has held several operational positions as well as chief of training and accreditation manager. He is a Hazardous Materials Specialist, Instructor III, Nationally Registered Paramedic, and the Plans Team Manager for VA-TF2 US&R Team. Barakey is a classroom instructor for FDIC and a regular contributor to Fire Engineering Magazine. Michael received masters of public administration and bachelor degree from Old Dominion University; and is a graduate of the National Fire Academy’s executive fire officer program.    

Jackson Baynard:  Jackson is a 14-year veteran of the fire service having served in Corolla (NC) and Henrico County (VA), where he holds the rank of lieutenant. Jackson holds a health science degree from James Madison University and masters in human resource management from the University of Richmond. Currently Jackson is working on the development of a formal mentoring program in Henrico County, and he has served on the command staff of the Virginia Fire Officers Academy. 
Ian Bennett: Ian is the deputy fire chief for the City of Harrisonburg, Virginia and is a graduate of the National Fire Academy’s Executive Fire Officer Program.  Ian has been associated with the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation since 2001 serving as the deputy planning chief on the Command staff assembled to manage the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Weekend held each October at the National Fire Academy.  In addition, Ian was on the development team for the Local Assistance State Team (LAST) program and continues as an instructor with the LAST program delivering the program throughout the country.

Michael D. Berg: Michael serves as the manager for the Regulation and Compliance Division for the Office of EMS, Virginia Department of Health. A graduate of Old Dominion University, he holds a bachelor degree in health sciences and an associate degree in emergency medical services from Piedmont Virginia Community College. Mike remains an active provider in EMS, mostly in the Charlottesville area. He is a life member of both Nansemond-Suffolk Volunteer Rescue Squad and the Charlottesville-Albemarle Rescue Squad. He has vast experience in both the volunteer and career EMS environments as a operational provider and administrator. 
Stephen Boensel: Stephen is employed with International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) and serves as a Program Coordinator within the National Programs Department of the IAFC.  He is currently serving as the coordinator for both the Virginia and Connecticut Volunteer Workforce Solutions Programs. Stephen has been a volunteer firefighter since 2006 having served in both the Fairfax City (VA) Volunteer Fire Department  and the Manassas (VA) Volunteer Fire Company.   Stephen holds a bachelor degree in administration of justice with a minor in Islamic studies.
Sam Burnette: Sam is employed by the Virginia Department of Fire Programs (VDFP) and is currently assigned to the Critical Infrastructure/Key Resources (CIKR) Protection Unit of the Virginia Fusion Center (VFC) at Virginia State Police Headquarters where he serves as a Senior Intelligence Analyst.  Sam has successfully completed basic intelligence analyst training from the International Association of Law Enforcement Analysis as well as risk assessment training from the Department of Homeland Security.  Prior to his assignment at the VFC, Sam served as the division chief for technical rescue programs and prior to that, served as the division chief of training and operations for VDFP Division 5. Over the years, Sam has delivered courses in Firefighter I and II; EVOC; Vehicle Extrication; Incident Safety Officer; Health and Safety Officer; Officer I, II and III; and Instructor I and II.  In addition, he was also a CPR and Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Instructor. 

William “Wally” Burris:  Wally retired from the fire service after 35 years of service. He was as a captain for the City of Fairfax (VA) and spent seven years serving as a volunteer firefighter prior to his employment as a career firefighter. Wally has been a Virginia adjunct fire instructor since 1980 and has taught numerous fire science classes at the Northern Virginia Community College. Wally holds an associate’s degree from Northern Virginia Community College and a bachelor’s degree from Virginia Commonwealth University. 
John Burruss: John has been active in emergency services since 1980, combining both career and volunteer experience in both the fire and rescue fields. He wrote the vehicle extrication awareness, operations and technician level classes used by the Virginia Department of Fire Programs and the Virginia Association of Volunteer Rescue Squads. John has presented at the Fire Department Instructor’s Conference, North Carolina Fire and Rescue Instructor Conference, New Jersey Vehicle Extrication School, Nebraska Vehicle Extrication School, JEMS EMS Today Conference, Maryland’s Parascope EMS Conference, Virginia State EMS Symposium, Andy Frederick’s Training Days and has written articles for Fire Rescue Magazine and Virginia Fire News Magazine. John is a master firefighter with the City of Charlottesville (VA) Fire Department. John holds a bachelor in fire administration from the University of Maryland, an associate in fire science from J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College and an associate in emergency medical services from Piedmont Virginia Community College. John is also a certified Incident Safety Officer, Fire Officer IV, Fire Instructor IV and a VDFP Driver/Aerial Operator Instructor. 

Nick Caputo: Nick spent 32 years in the fire service in Pennsylvania and Virginia. Before retiring in 2010, Nick was assistant fire chief in Henrico County (VA) and deputy fire chief in Spotsylvania County (VA). He received a bachelor’s degree in safety and risk administration and a master’s in public administration, both from Virginia Commonwealth University. He is a graduate of the Executive Fire Officer Program (EFOP) and is a designated Chief Fire Officer (CFO). Nick serves on the executive board of the Virginia Fire Chiefs Association (VFCA).  He is active in the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation (NFFF) as the past plans chief for the NFFF Memorial Weekend and as an instructor. In retirement, Nick provides consultation and facilitator functions to non-profit and public safety agencies. 

Matt Coffin: Matt is a captain and 15-year veteran with the Chesterfield (VA) Department of Fire and EMS and is currently assigned as the executive officer to the fire chief.  Matt holds an associate’s in fire science from J. Sergeant Reynolds Community College, a bachelors in human resources management with a minor in leadership studies from the University of Richmond. Coffin is completing work on his master’s degree in the field of public administration. Captain Coffin is also a certified fire inspector and investigator for the Commonwealth. In addition numerous operational assignments, Matt has also served in Chesterfield’s fire marshal’s office as the department’s public information officer and community programs coordinator. 

Steve Counts: Steve is currently the assistant director of resource protection with the Virginia Department of Forestry and has more than 20 years with the agency.  He is responsible for the operational coordination of the agency’s wildland fire suppression and emergency response functions throughout the Commonwealth.  Steve is nationally credentialed as an IMT member in several command and general staff functional areas at both the Type 1 and Type 2 level.
Jack Crandell: Jack is a 25 year veteran of the Virginia Beach Fire Department where he currently serves as the chief of the fire training division as a battalion chief.  He has been a state certified fire instructor since 1989 and has served as an adjunct instructor for the Virginia Department of Fire Programs (VDFP) for the past five years.  He is also a sponsored NIMS/ICS instructor for the Virginia Department of Emergency Management.  Jack has served as the director and supervisor for the Virginia Beach Fire Academy and is a previous presenter at the Fire Department Instructors Conference in Indianapolis.

Michael P. Dallessandro: Mike is the principal in Michael P. Dallessandro and Associates, which is a full-service consulting firm specializing in assisting emergency service agencies, school districts and local governments. Mike is a life member of the Grand Island Fire Company Incorporated and has served as the department’s president, vice president, secretary, fire prevention officer, board of director’s member, chairman and CEO.  He holds various fire and EMS certifications and regularly speaks at state and national venues. 

R. Christian Eudailey: Chris has been in public safety for 36 years and is currently the fire chief in Spotsylvania County.  Chris is a graduate of the University of Maryland and the Executive Fire Officer Program.  He is a Certified Emergency Manager (CEM), Chief Fire Officer (CFO) and holds numerous state certifications.  He has also served as past president of the Virginia Emergency Management Association and the Virginia Fire Chiefs Association. Chris currently serves as the CEO/president of the Virginia Fire Chiefs Foundation.  
David Feiring:  David began his volunteer fire/rescue avocation in 1960 in Oceanside (Tillamook County, OR) and has served more than fifty years as a firefighter, EMT, and fire inspector.  He has been an adjunct instructor for the Department of Fire Programs since 1976.  He is currently an adjunct assistant professor for fire science at the Northern Virginia Community College and the author of the Fire Protection Systems chapter in the new Firefighter Handbook.  David is a certified emergency manager and fire inspector III, and retired from Fairfax County (VA) Fire and Rescue. While employed by Fairfax County, he envisioned, designed and coordinated the efforts of other department members and commercial vendors to build a fire alarm and sprinkler system laboratory (FASST Lab) that was recognized in 2008 with the Governor’s Virginia Fire Service Award for Excellence in Virginia Fire Prevention.  Since the opening of the laboratory, the FASST Lab class has been one of the most popularly requested courses by Fairfax firefighters.  David’s analysis of automatic fire protection systems and their potential problems during prolonged power outages provides an important insight for fire inspectors and officers when conducting fire prevention presentations for businesses in their communities.

Robert Forehand: Robert is an 18 year veteran of the fire service and has served as both a volunteer and professional firefighter.  He is currently a firefighter/paramedic with the Lexington (KY) Fire Department and serves his home community in Irvine (KY) as the fire chief of the Hargett Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department.  Originally from Prince George County (VA), Robert served as the assistant chief of Burrowsville Volunteer Fire Department where he started as a teenager.  Robert fire service background is complemented by working as an industrial safety professional and his educational background which includes a bachelor degree in management from Virginia Tech as well as masters in loss prevention and safety from Eastern Kentucky University. He is currently a Kentucky State Certified Instructor I and II, Hazardous Materials Technician and a nationally registered EMT-P.  

Dave Hutcheson: David is a 25 year veteran of the fire service and currently serves as a district chief with the Virginia Beach (VA) Fire Department. As the C-Shift Commander, he is in charge of the department’s HAZMAT Team, and serves as a hazardous materials specialist. David is an original member of VA-TF2 US&R Team and is the current Plans Team Manager. He serves as a member of the Conference Planning Committee for the Virginia Fire Chief Associations’ annual conference. He has served as the department’s first recruiting office, public information officer and chief’s aide. David earned a bachelor in fire administration from and is currently in his fourth year of the Executive Fire Officer Program at the National Fire Academy. 

Art Jackson: Mr. Jackson currently serves as the president of Eagles Nest Performance Management and is a professional speaker and executive coach. He is a recognized expert in the areas of leadership, performance improvement and interpersonal skills.  Art is the originator of the Purpose Centered Leadership™ system that has been used to improve performance in many facets of public and private life. Art is a graduate of the United States Military Academy at West Point and Lesley University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. He holds a bachelor in engineering and masters in management. Art is presently earning a master of theology degree. Art is currently an adjunct professor at the USDA Graduate School; conducts strategic planning for the Department of Homeland Security; and presents leadership training for members of the US Central Intelligence Agency. Art is the author of the diversity and inclusion book “Lions and Tigers and Bears – Oh My” and is completing his second book entitled   “Hangin’ Round The Barrel – How To Get Paid Everything You’re Worth and Be Worth Everything You’re Paid.”
David Jolly: David joined the fire service in 1975 as a volunteer member in the City of Colonial Heights (VA) Fire Department. He later became a member of the Ettrick Volunteer Fire Department in Chesterfield County (VA).   David was an operational member of the Petersburg (VA) Fire Department before being hired as the Director of Public Safety for the County of Dinwiddie (VA). Over the course of his career, he has served at many ranks in both career and volunteer organizations.  In 2005 he became the Division Chief of Quality Assurance for the Virginia Department of Fire Programs. David holds certifications as a Fire Officer IV, Fire Instructor III, Fire Investigator and Fire Inspector.  He was awarded the Governors Award for Excellence in the Fire Service in 2011.  David is still active in the fire service and serves as the assistant chief of training for the Namozine Volunteer Fire and EMS Department in Dinwiddie County.
 Mark Light: Mark is the chief executive officer and executive director of the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC). He is also the chief executive officer of Emergency Services Consulting International (ESCI), a for-profit subsidiary of the IAFC. 
Prior to joining the IAFC, Mark served as the fire chief in Henrico County (VA) and as deputy chief in Roanoke County (VA). He holds a master’s of public administration degree from Virginia Polytechnic and State University, a bachelor’s in business administration with a minor in political science from Mary Baldwin College, and an associate’s degree in business administration from Virginia Western Community College. He is a graduate of the Executive Fire Officer Program and completed a fire service Fellowship at Harvard University at the John F. Kennedy School of Government. He is a Certified Association Executive (CAE) and is currently enrolled in the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California, in the Center for Homeland Defense and Security Executive Leaders Program.

Jim Mathis: Jim is an international speaking professional, strategist and best-selling Author.  He has been strategizing, speaking and consulting for over 30 years. He helps business leaders who want to reinvent their businesses in challenging economies and has much to share about business marketing strategies. He is president of The Mathis Group based in Atlanta, Georgia, and author of the bestselling book: “Reinvention Made Easy: Change Your Strategy, Change Your Results,” as well as “Reinvention 101” and “Reaching Beyond Excellence.”
Mary Messerly: Mary started working for the Harrisonburg (VA) Fire Department after the horrific events of 9/11 serving on the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) and volunteering her time to help others.  During her CERT training, she felt the calling to become a firefighter so she could help “save the world” but in 2005 Mary decided that she didn’t want to put out fires after they had already started—she wanted to prevent fires from happening in the first place.  Since 2005 she has been very passionate about educating people about fire prevention, more specifically, about educating our college students. Mary served as a subject matter expert during the creation of a National Fire Academy course entitled Campus Fire and Life Safety (CFLS). She co-taught the pilot CFLS course and continues to deliver the CFLS program for the National Fire Academy. Mary lives in Harrisonburg with her husband and three children. She continues to work part-time in public education for the Harrisonburg Fire Department and is also a full-time realtor with Matchbox Realty.

John Miller: John is the state wildland fire chief for the Virginia Department of Forestry where he has been employed for 23 years. While serving in state forestry, John is responsible for the statewide oversight and coordination of all wildfire control, emergency management and prescribed burning programs. Over the past 18 years, he has gained significant wildfire and all-risk incident management team (IMT) experience while serving on more than 22 different Type 1 or Type 2 IMT assignments in 12 states. John has a bachelor’s degree in Forestry from Virginia Tech. 
Stephen Morris: Stephen has over 22 years experience in fire service having served in the City of Harrisonburg (VA) Fire Department as a Company Officer since 2005. He is a life member of the Grottoes Volunteer Fire Department with over 14 years as a department officer where he served in positions ranking from lieutenant to fire chief. Stephen is fire officer IV certified and has been a part-time fire instructor for the Virginia Department of Fire Programs since 2005. Stephen holds a bachelors degree in fire science from Columbia Southern University and a masters in management and leadership from Liberty University. He is a past graduate of the Virginia Fire Officer Academy and has served as a staff member as well. 
Greg Neiman: Greg is employed with the Virginia Office of Emergency Medical Services as a BLS training specialist. His areas of responsibility include EMT Instructor Programs, BLS Training Programs, ALS/BLS Certification and reciprocity issues. In addition, Greg has 22 years of EMS/Public Safety experience, having served as an EMS provider and educator for the private sector and volunteer service. He has a bachelor’s degree from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. Greg is a Certified Emergency Manager (CEM). 
Mark Nugent: Mark is a 33-year veteran with the Chesterfield (VA) Department of Fire and EMS and currently serves as the director of community relations for the fire chief. Mark has associate’s degrees in Fire Science and Emergency Medical Services, and is currently completing coursework for a bachelor’s degree in Organizational Management and Development.  Mark is a member of the Central Virginia All-Hazards Incident Management Team and is the FEMA IV Marketing/Public Relations Representative for the All-Hazards Incident Management Team Association.  

James Paul: James serves as a captain with Prince William (VA) Fire and Rescue and has been an Advocate for the Everyone Goes Home Program since 2007. His service as a volunteer firefighter began more than 30 years ago in various departments throughout the country while also serving in the U.S. Navy, where he recently retired from the Naval Reserves after 28 years. He is a member of the IAFC and serves on the IAFC Company Officer Task Force.  As a member of the Virginia Fire Chiefs’ Company Officer Section, James was one of the principal participants in developing the Virginia Fire Officer’s Academy Program. He is currently working toward a graduate degree in strategic leadership from Mountain State University.  
Sonja Palomaki: Sonja has been a part-time employee with the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) for over 15 years. Since October 2012, she served as a program coordinator for the Virginia Volunteer Workforce Solutions Program. While with the IAFC, Sonja worked on the Intrastate Mutual Aid Systems program, the Emergency Management Committee, and in the Membership Department.   She has a master degree in education from Pennsylvania State University. 
W. Michael Phibbs: Mike is an 18-year veteran of the Richmond (VA) Police Department where he received the 2010 Police Medal for heroism. Mike served in the U.S. Army and the Army National Guard, where he was the recipient of the Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year award. Mike holds a degree in criminal justice from Virginia Commonwealth University, a master’s in human resource management from the University of Richmond, and is certified as a Professional in Human Resources (PHR) from the Society of Human Resource Managers.  Mike has several nationally published articles and has helped develop cutting-edge research programs such as the “Pyramid of Factors.”
Steve Poff: Steve is a retired division chief from the Roanoke County Fire and Rescue Department where he began his career as a volunteer in 1976.  His career service started in 1981 and he retired in 2008 after 27 years of service.  Steve serves as a member of the Virginia Fire Chiefs Association Health and Safety Committee, and since 2007 he has served as one of the Virginia Local Assistance State Team (LAST) Coordinators. Steve has been deployed to several LODD’s across the Commonwealth to assist departments who have suffered the tragic loss of a member. He holds an associate’s degree in fire science and is a member of the International Society of Fire Service Instructors.
Sal Scarpa: Sal currently serves as a battalion chief for the North Kansas City (MO) Fire Department. He has served over 20 years in the fire service for both career and volunteer fire departments. He is an instructor for the Western Missouri Regional Fire Academy and actively provides training programs on leadership in public safety. He is a professional development committee member for a consortium of fire departments in the Kansas City region. Sal holds an associate in fire science and a bachelor in public administration. Sal is a graduate of the Executive Fire Officer (EFO) program at the National Fire Academy and recognized as a Chief Fire Officer (CFO) by the Center for Public Safety Excellence. In addition, Sal is a Member of the Institution of Fire Engineers (MIFireE).   Sal has presented training programs regionally and nationally. For the past 10 years Sal has been providing training thru the Public Safety Institute at the Metropolitan Community Colleges which serves the Kansas City region. Sal has presented at the Hot Zone Conference (Texas – 2010); the AAR/BOE HAZMAT Symposium (St. Louis - 2011, 2012); the International Fire Service Journal of Leadership and Management (IFSJLM) Symposium (Oklahoma – 2012);  and the IAFC’s  Fire Rescue International (Denver – 2012). Sal is a published author both nationally and internationally. This year, some of his work will be appearing in Fire Engineering Magazine and the International Journal of Fire Service Leadership and Management. Sal is very passionate about professional development and leadership. He has served with the International Association of Fire Chiefs on several projects including the National HAZMAT Fusion Center, the HAZMAT Roundtable, and the OpsNetlink program. Currently, Sal is a volunteer on the editorial advisory board for the IAFC’s OnScene publication. 

Warren Short: Warren is a 28-year veteran with the Virginia Office of EMS, serving as a program representative, ALS training specialist and currently the training manager for the Division of Educational Development.  Warren is a Virginia and National Registered Paramedic.  He has been involved in EMS since August 1972.  

Blake Stephens: Blake currently is the chief of operations for the Forest View Volunteer Rescue Squad in the Richmond (VA) metro area. Blake is also employed with the Hanover County (VA) Fire and EMS as a career firefighter.  He obtained his undergraduate degree from Virginia Commonwealth University with concentrations in environmental science and later gained a master in human resource management from the University of Richmond with a focus on organizational behavior/development, high performance team development and leadership. Blake received the 2010 Virginia Jaycees EMS Responder of the Year award as well as Chesterfield County's Squad Officer of the Year. Blake currently serves as a partner in Integritas Leadership Solutions, an organization that researches and consults on current issues in public safety.  
Shawn Stokes: Shawn is the assistant director of national programs for the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC).  He is responsible for overseeing all wildland fire initiatives and volunteer recruitment and retention programs managed by the IAFC.  Prior to his current position, he has served as the Wildland Fire Program manager, assistant to the executive director and director of membership. Shawn also serves as the assistant fire chief of operations of the Dunn Loring (VA) Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department, vice president of administration for the Fairfax County (VA) Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association, and as one of seven appointees to the Fairfax County Volunteer Fire Commission. Shawn holds a master of aeronautical science degree in aviation operations and a bachelor’s in aviation business administration from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Daytona Beach, FL. 
Jack Sullivan:   Jack is 34 year career safety professional and the managing partner of Loss Control Innovations, a safety training and loss control consulting firm in Richmond, Virginia. Jack also serves as the director of training for the Emergency Responder Safety Institute, a diverse group of emergency services personnel dedicated to reducing emergency responder deaths and injuries. He retired from firefighting after 25 years experience with fire and emergency medical services in three different fire departments including serving as deputy fire chief. Jack is nationally recognized for his work on roadway incident safety for emergency responders and currently serves as a member of the National Traffic Incident Management Coalition (NTIMC) representing the NTIMC on the National Committee of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (NCUTCD).  He also co-chairs the National Unified Goal - Practices and Procedures Task Force for NTIMC. Jack is a principal member of the NFPA Technical Committee on Traffic Control Incident Management Professional Qualifications (NFPA 1091) and a master instructor for the new Traffic Incident Management Train-the-Trainer Workshops that are being rolled out nationwide.   
Rusty Sullivan: Rusty is a proud United States Naval veteran and has worked in the public safety profession as a firefighter and law enforcement officer for over 25 years. 

Rusty currently is a fire captain in the City of Grandview (MO).   Rusty has also been employed with the Metropolitan Community College (MCC) for over ten years and is a full time faculty member as well as the chief of training at the MCC-Blue River, Public Safety Training Institute. As a MCC faculty member, Rusty instructs courses in fire science technology, criminal justice, police science, and freshman orientation. He is also serves as the Equal Employment Officer and is a member of the college’s Behavioral Intervention Team.

Rusty has presented at the national and international level and instructs for the International Public Safety Leadership and Ethics programs. He is a graduate of the National Fire Academy. Rusty is an international hostage negotiator, and has expertise in conflict management, dispute resolution, communication psychology, the physical use of force, and force/conflict psychology. He holds an associate in criminal justice; bachelor in social psychology, with an emphasis in public safety; and a master in conflict management and dispute resolution. Rusty is a published author and is currently working on a book entitled Accepting Reality.
Fred Turck: Fred is currently the assistant director of resource protection with the Virginia Department of Forestry and has more than 30 years of service with the agency.
He is responsible for helping to oversee the agency’s statewide emergency response functions and is directly responsible for the Wildland Firefighter Safety, Wildfire Prevention and Firewise Virginia programs throughout the Commonwealth. Fred has a bachelor in forestry from Virginia Tech and is nationally recognized for his efforts in wildfire prevention. He is also nationally credentialed as an IMT member in the areas of planning chief and public information officer.
Diane Vick: Diane is the founder and CEO of Fidelis Billing in Virginia Beach, VA.  She has over 20 years of experience in the business of ambulance billing; where she has served as the lead project consultant for numerous municipalities, cities and counties and several large private sector organizations.  Ms. Vick currently serves on the American Ambulance Association’s Reimbursement Task Force, and the International Association of Fire Chiefs EMS Section’s Research and Development committee.  Since founding Fidelis in 1996, Ms. Vick continues to be responsible for corporate management and planning, maintenance of client relationships and general organizational leadership. Ms. Vick holds an MBA from Clarion College and a bachelor’s degree from Michigan State University.  

Steve Weissman: Steve Weissman has more than 35 years in the Fire/Rescue service and is currently assigned as a deputy chief with the Stafford County (VA) Fire and Rescue Department. He retired from the Fairfax County (VA) Fire and Rescue Department where he served as the department Safety Officer and as the Safety Officer for the Virginia Task Force 1 International Urban Search and Rescue Team. He is an adjunct instructor for the National Fire Academy and a Firefighter Life Safety Advocate for the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation.

Dr. Allen Yee M.D., FAAEM: Dr. Yee is the operational medical director for Chesterfield (VA) Department of Fire and EMS.  He provides medical direction and oversight for the department’s 600 members and serves on several national and state EMS committees.  Dr. Yee obtained his training in emergency medicine at the University of Buffalo (UB) and served as a UB faculty until relocating to Virginia.  Dr. Yee also works as an assistant professor of emergency medicine at the Virginia Commonwealth University Department of Emergency Medicine.  
